The Damned Human Race (Mark Twain)
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Introduction
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Both as a humorist and as an essayist of serious ideas, Mark Twain is a powerful writer. He is an honest and thorough critic who always brings a fresh perspective to things which are all too often taken for granted. True to this standard, “The Damned Human Race” is a thought-provoking essay. The essay is arranged according to the various straits and dispositions of human beings as contrasted to the “higher animals”. Darwin’s Evolution Theory is thus challenged in ironic ways.
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Charles Darwin was an English graduate who was educated and trained in the disciplines of natural history science. He served as a ship's naturalist on board the HMS Beagle, assigned to a five-year research expedition around the world. During his voyage, Darwin observed and collected an abundance of organisms, being very interested in the diverse forms of life along the coasts of South America and the neighboring Galapagos Islands.
In 1838, he described how a process he called natural selection would make this happen.  In 1859 Charles Darwin published On the Origin of Species.
The Task

As advanced English learners, you are going to do a research to give support to Mark Twain’s argument that “Human race is no superior to animals.” You will be working as a group to reach consensus on the most dominant themes related to human weaknesses that persist today, and working individually, choosing a role that most suits you.
Through this web-quest process, you will have a deeper understanding of Mark Twain’s “The Damned Human Race,” and identify human weaknesses. You are expected to use resources and tools provided on this web-quest and make your own “web-quest” efforts as well to complete your task.
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By the end of the web-quest process, your group will give a presentation for the PTSA meeting (The presentation and PowerPoint may look surprisingly creative!). 
(Requirements: First, You will present your findings to the class as a group in the form of PPT with one of you as statesman/stateswoman (5 minutes). 
Additionally, you will present your individual finding in the form of PPT as well (3-5 minutes) to the class and turn in an assignment (300 words) in paper that is specific to the role you choose.
The Process
	
	· Find someone with whom you work well. You will be responsible for helping one another in your learning. 

· Go to Students’ Self Evaluation Scale.  Look at "Participation" to see what you'll be graded on. 

· Make a folder to store your work. 


1. You will be divided into groups. There are four different roles for each group. Decide among your groups which role each member takes and who will be the Group Spokesman to give a summary of your findings and conclusion.
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	· Download the mind map samples and create your own mind-map for your group work PPT to brainstorm ideas about human weaknesses.
· What kinds of things could be caused with Darwin’s evolution theory? How could it mislead people? 

· Brainstorm at least 10 ideas on your cluster map. 

· Go to Students’ Self Evaluation Scale.  Look at "Brainstorm and Notes" to make sure you do everything you need to do. 

· Print out your mind-map (group statesman/stateswoman). 


2. Within your group, read the descriptions, and choose a role.  The process for each role is described on a different page.(Click the underlined roles and press the “Ctrl” button to see them. )
Choice 1. Animal Experiment
The reporter  The scientist   The animal right activist   The parent


Choice 2. Ethnic Cleansing & Race Discrimination
The reporter   The historian    The author   The president
Choice 3: Parochial Patriotism
The historian  The Spokesman of Japan   The reporter(in South Korea)
The College student
Choice 4: Aggressive Wars
The victims    The historian     The pacifist   The lawyer
Choice 5: Colonialism
The historian    The President for colonialism   The President against colonialism   The author
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	· You and your partners are going to use Internet resources to find out why Darwin’s evolution theory can be misleading. 

· Go to Cornell Note–taking and Note-taking Sample to learn how to take notes while reading, then down-load a Note-taking sheet. 

· Visit all of the sites provided. Search for interesting facts, tips, and pieces of information that support what you included on your cluster map. 

· Record at least 3 important pieces of information from each site and use the Note-taking sheet to help you organize ideas.
· Both you and your partner are Researchers and Recorders. Take notes on your own worksheet. 


3. As you search for information and work through the role you choose, look for themes, which may relate to Mark Twain’s irony of “The Damned Human Race”. You may find his argument still resonate in the world you live in today. 
	4. Presentation
	· Present your work to the class as a group. 

· In your group, choose one note-taking chart, which demonstrate the most outstanding work in your group. The top one will be put on the Moodle. 

· Put your web-quest process files inside your folder in this order: Brainstorm map, Note-taking chart, assignment, and Self-evaluation Form. Turn in your folder after your group and individual presentation.
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4. Once everyone in your group has finished his/her assigned task, have a group discussion and get prepared for a presentation before the class (PTSA meeting). (Suggestions & Requirements: Take the information you’ve gained during your individual task and decide which aspects will convince the PTSA. You are expected to include pictures and sounds in your PowerPoint presentation. Also, try to phrase your slides creatively to make them look different, and therefore, more interesting. )
The Evaluation
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You will receive two scores: One for your group and individual presentation, and the other for your individual assignment.
1. Self-evaluation 

The following is a list of questions for self-evaluation. Answer the questions and improve your work. 
Students’ Self-evaluation Scale
	AREA 
	QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF 
	Total

Score

	
	
	

	Participation
	· Did you follow all directions given? (5 pts.) 

· Did you complete all activities on time? (5 pts.) 

· Were you self-motivated? (5 pts.) 

· Did you work cooperatively? (5 pts.) 

· Were you a good listener? (5 pts.) 
	25

	Brainstorm
and Notes
	· Did you add at least 10 ideas to your brainstorm before you started the Web-quest? (10 pts.) 

· Did you visit every site on the Resources page? (5 pts.) 

· Did you find at least 3 pieces of information from every site? (15 pts.) 
	30

	Note-taking Chart 
	· Does your folder include at least 2 note-taking charts? (5 pts.) 

· Is your note-taking chart organized so it looks good and is easy to understand? (5 pts.) 

· Is you note follow a Cornell format（康奈尔式笔记格式）and did you ask questions in your Cornell notes?(5 pts.) 
	15 

	Presentation
	· Is your research-based information clearly related to your statement? (5 pts.)
· is your presentation well-organized and do the all the examples support your statement? (5 pts.)
· Did you make the use of pictures and sounds in your PowerPoint? (5 pts.)
· Will each member be equally involved in the presentation and is everyone well informed about the topic? (5 pts.)
· Did you rehearse the presentation to make it well-prepared one? (Poised, clear articulation, suitable volume; good posture, enthusiasm, and confidence noted) (5 pts.)
· Will the audience be involved in the presentation and will the presentation convey enthusiasm to the audience and hold their attention throughout (5 pts.) 
	30

	
	Total Score
	100


2. Scoring Criteria of Assignment ……
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（Please feel free to ask Ms. Fang (fangfangfawn@163.com )or Ms. Jin(jinyu@hfuu.edu.cn) if you have any questions.）
